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                    Hermit Crab Adoption
Dear Parent,

We are completing our Living Environment unit and hope your child has shared the many exciting learning experiences with you. As part of the unit, your child’s class has carefully provided care for some hermit crabs. We are presently seeking one to two families willing to permanently adopt the hermit crabs. We have approximately 2 to 4 hermit crabs per classroom. In the event adoption interest exceeds the number of crabs available in your child’s classroom, a drawing will take place. On __________________ all interested students will be informed as to whether they will be new hermit crab owners.  The crabs will be available for pick-up immediately after school on _________________ and ______________________. 

The following information has been provided to help your family consider the commitment involved in adopting hermit crabs.

· Hermit crabs are low-maintenance, nocturnal pets. They can be left alone without any special care while away for a long weekend. They should not be left unattended for longer periods of time. 

· They do not carry any known diseases that can be transmitted to humans and are hypoallergenic.

· Basic Care: 

· Hermit crabs require a cage. Five to 10-gallon aquariums work well. Hard plastic terrariums are also suitable.

· The temperature of the crabs’ home should be kept between 70 and 78°F.

· Food and water dishes should be checked every one to two days. Water should be treated to remove chlorine.

· Food and water dishes need to be cleaned on a weekly basis. The entire cage should be cleaned every three to six months.

· Life Span: Hermit crabs should be considered long-term pets. While their life span can vary greatly, hermit crabs can live in captivity between 5 and 10 years.

· Northbrook School District 27 assumes no responsibility for the crabs once they are adopted. While students did their best to care for the crabs, their health is not guaranteed.

· For additional information, especially about the care of hermit crabs, we suggest you consult the following web sites:
 

http://www.hermit-crabs.com/care.html

http://hermitcrabassociation.com/phpBB/index.php  
Please carefully consider and discuss with your child the responsibilities involved in adopting the hermit crabs. If interested in adoption, your child needs to return the attached Hermit Crab Adoption Form by noon on ________________________. Your child will need to bring a small plastic container with lid to school on the day he/she plans to take the hermit crabs home. By the day of adoption, you will need to have purchased the appropriate materials for housing and caring for the crabs. Most local pet stores carry the necessary equipment and should be able to answer your questions about caring for hermit crabs. 

Sincerely,

The Fourth Grade Teachers
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Child’s Name:___________________________________________________________

I have read the attached letter and give my child permission to permanently adopt 2 to 3 hermit crabs. I understand the hermit crabs will be taken home on ________________________ or ____________________________. My child will bring a small, plastic container with lid to school on the day he/she plans to take the hermit crabs home.

Please select one of the following:

· I will drive my child and hermit crabs home.

· My child will take the hermit crabs on the bus. (If this is selected, your child assumes full responsibility for treating the animals safely and humanely while on the bus.)

___________________________________________

_________________________

Parent Signature






Date

___________________________________________

_________________________

Student Signature






Date


Please return this form to your classroom teacher by noon on _____________________. 











