
In this sample, the student has recorded some accurate observations based on what she 
saw. This student should now be encouraged to be more detailed in her observations. For 
example, what does the student mean when she states that the organisms were traveling? 
As is commonly seen in younger students, human-like behaviors have been attached to 
the isopods.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 
student 
describes 
the isopods 
as “playing 
follow the 
leader.” 

Good 
observation 
based on what 
the student 
saw. 

The observations are 
supported by the data that is 
recorded in the chart above. 
Specifically, what does 
“traveling” mean? 
 

*Scroll down for another sample. 



Again, this sample illustrates the student’s attempt at recording accurate observations 
while watching the isopods. However, these observations are not clearly supported. Some 
statements are not complete. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What does 
the student 
mean by 
this? Which 
corner? 

How far did the isopods 
go towards the heat 
source? Where did they 
come back to? Detailed 
written observations are  
very important because 
the diagram only shows 
the ending point of the 
isopods. 


