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Lab Observations and Inferences Rubric
	Level
	Description of Skill Level

	
	Drawing (if required)
	Observations (if required)
	Inferences (if required)

	4
	Makes scientific drawings that are complete, detailed, and easy to understand. Demonstrates an understanding of the key features of a high-quality drawing: 

· appropriate size 

· appropriate level of detail

· color (if appropriate)

· descriptive labels (if appropriate)
	Uses descriptive words or phrases to clearly and thoroughly describe the item being observed. If appropriate, includes measurements.


	Made inferences about the object and backed them up with clear evidence and/or prior knowledg

	3
	Met most of the criteria listed as a “4.” 

Drawing could be improved in one or two of the following areas:

· appropriate size 

· appropriate level of detail

· color (if appropriate)

· descriptive labels (if appropriate)
	Uses descriptive words or phrases to describe most but not all key features of the item being observed.


	Made inferences about the object and partially backed them up with evidence and/or prior knowledg

	2
	Makes rough scientific drawings with some detail
	Used descriptive words or phrases to describe some features of the item but did not describe many key features
	Attempted to make inferences about the object but did not back them up with any convincing evidence and/or prior knowledge.

	1
	The drawings are not understandable and/or contain too few detail
	Made very few written observations and did not focus on key feature
	Attempted to make inferences about the object but did not back them u


