Carmelita Letter

The letter provides students an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of properties
by describing two substances—salt and cornstarch. A quality letter should contain
enough details to clearly differentiate between the two substances.
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4, | As part of the assignment, students were instructed to select the “most important” property
that can be used to differentiate between the two substances. They should be able to support
their selection. Most students struggled with this part of the assignment and failed to explain

why the selected property was critical. Helping students discriminate between unique and
common properties of a group of items observed should facilitate growth in this area.




